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knowledge freely and also have a 
good time in the process.  As I grew 
in the field I wanted to ‘do my bit’ to 
help the society, and in time I took 
over running the London Area Mass 
Spectrometry group, and then was 
successful in getting elected to the 
BMSS committee.  I helped out in a 
number of roles from membership, 
through publicity secretary and 
eventually becoming chairman.  
During that time I was lucky to be 
part of the team that helped BMSS 
put together the successful IMSC 
Edinburgh bid and managed to 
pull off what I thought was a really 
great meeting.  BMSS has been a 
big part of my life, and I have made 
some good friends through being 
a part of that great family of mass 
spectrometrists and, hopefully, I will 
continue to be an active member 
of the society for many years to 
come. The success of BMSS is, firstly, 
down to the committee who work 
very hard to ensure that the needs 
of the society members are catered 
for (not an easy task), but secondly 
and probably the most important 
factor, is it is down to the BMSS 
membership.  It is the membership 
that has ensured the success of the 
society to date, and it will be the 
current and future membership 
that will ensure that the society is 
successful and continues to grow 
within the UK.  I hope that the fun 
and great science that I have enjoyed 
over the years will continue to be 
experienced in future generations of 
mass spectrometrists within BMSS. 

 What has been your 
contribution to the 
development of the 
next generation of mass 
spectrometrists? 

 This is another tough question!  
I could ramble on about the things 
that I have been involved in and 
the things that I am still working 
on, and how they have helped 
progress MS, but that would be 
boring and not what I think this is 
all about. Hopefully my contribution 
to the development of the next 
generation of mass spectrometrists 
has been through introducing 
young people to mass spectrometry, 
and sharing my enthusiasm and 
enjoyment of the technique.  It is 
a ‘hands on’ subject, and I have 
always encouraged people to ‘have 
a go’. You can only read so much 
in books and scientific publications 

about mass spectrometry and how 
ions move under vacuum, but it 
is only when you have sat at that 
console and experienced how you 
can change a microscopic amount 
of sample into ions in the gas 
phase, under vacuum, (which in 
my mind is something of beauty), 
and eventually produce a mass 
spectrum, that you understand 
what an incredible technique this 
really is.  There is no other analytical 
technique, in my humble opinion, 
which gets anywhere near to 
excitement of mass spectrometry.  

 What do you think 
the future holds for mass 
spectrometry? 

 I think that we have seen some 
great advances in the field of mass 
spectrometry over the last 40 years 
and I cannot see that changing.  At 
meetings I am always amazed at 
the variety of MS research that is 
going on, and the enthusiasm of 
the people presenting their work; 
as long as we have scientists and 
engineers with new ideas and a 
desire to push back the frontiers, 
then this powerful technique, that I 
have had the honour to work with, 
will continue to develop and grow.  
I think the future looks good, and 
I look forward to seeing our next 
generation of mass spectrometrists 
continue to come up with new and 
exciting ways to solve problems 
and develop new instruments and 
technology.  The bottom line is 
that BMSS is a vehicle that enables 
the MS community to share ideas, 
celebrate successes, and push the 
boundaries.  It has a great history, 
and hopefully a great future, and I 
am proud to be part of it and wish it 
continued success in the future. 

Some thoughts from former 
colleagues... 

I first met Frank when he was at 
Wellcome - longer ago than we 
would both wish to remember. I 
always found Frank enthusiastic 
about analytical chemistry and 
always encouraging to those less 
expert than himself. A really nice 
guy. Pete Ryan, Director, KR Analytical.

Frank, or more correctly Francis, 
joined the Wellcome labs at 
Beckenham as a very young man 
and as the son of a policeman I 
can remember him being dressed 

in a dark blazer and behaving very 
correctly when he first worked for 
me.  That soon changed!  However, 
he was also a grafter and he has 
earned his rise to where he is now.  
The names caused a problem and 
to this day we are known as "Big 
Frank" and "Little Frank" - I'll leave 
you to guess. Frank Cottee, Wellcome 
Research (retired).

During the 18 years I reported to 
Frank at Pfizer, I found him to have 
the confidence and enquiring mind 
needed to try new ideas. He was 
not afraid of the occasional failure 
in pursuing novel objectives. I really 
enjoyed scientific discussions with 
Frank and it was typical of him that 
some of our off-the-wall discussions 
led on to major international 
projects. One of his greatest 
strengths is inspiring those around 
him to strive to innovate. Adrian 
Wright, Head of Analytical Science, 
Cyclofluidic Ltd.
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